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This correlational-comparative study aimed at examining psychological immunity in
terms of psychological characteristics, and external immunity in terms of situational
factors relating to appropriate peer-group behavior in senior high school students.
Interactionism Model was used as the conceptual framework of this study.

There were 5 groups of variables in this study. Appropriate peer-group behavior
is the first group, consisting of 2 behaviors: undesirable peer-refusal behavior and Peer
protection behavior. Psychological states are the second groups, consisting of 2 variables,
namely, favorable attitudes toward peer group behavior, and psychological immunity. The
third group was situational factors, consisting of 4 variables, namely, loved and reasoned child
‘rearing practice, social support from teacher, parental preaching about consideration of peer,
and perceived outcome from undesirable peer-refusal in the mass media. The fourth group is
psychological characteristics, consisting of 4 variables, namely, belief in internal locus of
control of réinforcement, future orientation and self control, good mental health, and Buddhist
belief and practices. The final group of variables is biosocial background of the civil servant.
Most of questionnaires in this study are in form of summated ratings scale. New seven
questionnaires were constructed by the researcher. All questionnaires are tried out. ltems are
selected by two statistical criteria. Reliability in terms of alpha coefficient ranged between .77
to .92. Statistical appro’aches employed in this study were: Three-way ANOVA, Multiple
Regression Analysis, and Discriminant Analysis.

Samples of this study are 639 males and female students in grade 11" from 4
secondary schools in Phrae. Two of these schools were general education and the rest was

vocational education. Stratified queta random sampling was used to obtain the sample.
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The important findings were 1) students with high belief in internal locus of control of
reinforcement, perceive more outcome from undesirable peer-refusal in the mass media, and
having more psychological immunity, were the ones reporting more peer protection behavior
than their counterparts. This result was found in male students and students with less female
friends. 2) Important predictors of psychological immunity were perceived outcome from
undesirable peer-refusal in the mass media, parental preaching about consideration of peer,
loved and feasoned child rearing practice, Buddhist belief and practices, and social support
from teacher which yielded predictive power of 34.1% in total sample. 3) Important predictors
of undesirable peer-refusal behavior were psychological immunity, perceived outcome from
undesirable peer-refusal in the mass media, Buddhist belief and practices, and future
orientation and self control which yielded predictive power of 43.9% in total sample. 4)
Important predictors of peer protection behavior were perceived outcome from undesirable
peer-refusal in the mass media, favorable attitudes toward peer group behavior, psychological
immunity, future orientation and self control, parental preaching about consideration of peer,
and social support from teacher which yielded predictive power of 38.7% in total sample. and
5) the at-risk groups were male students, students in college, and students with low GPA.

in order to enhance these desirable behaviors and psychological immunity, the at-risk
students should be encouraged to perceive outcome from undesirable peer-refusal in the
mass media, more parental preaching, and future orientation and self control.

Experimental-evaluation study should be conducted to determine the effectiveness of
psychological and situational training modules to improve appropriate peer-group
behavior. The important psychological characteristics and situational factors that should be
heightened or trained are psychological immunity, favorable attitudes toward peer group
behavior, future orientation and self control, social support from teacher, good mental health,

and Buddhist belief and practices.





