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The two objectives of the study were 1) to find out the perception of district
social developers toward applying the philosophy of sufficiency economy to alleviate the
poverty problem, and 2) to point out the factors influencing their perception toward this
matter.

A sample of 207 district social developers was selected by using multi-stage
sampling. A questionnaire was employed for data collection. Frequency, percentage,
mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to
test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

1. The female district social developers outnumbered their counterparts. Most of
the sample district social developers were 50 years old or more end were married. Their
monthly salary was 25,000 baht or higher. They worked for the organization for 21 — 30
years.

2. Overall, the district social developers agreed most strongly with the
application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy to alleviate the poverty problem.
They agreed most with self-reliance, followed by sufficiency, collective learning in the
community, and hospitality.

3. The factor significantlyo related to their perception was support and

cooperation from other agencies. The agencies that the district social developers
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considered very important were local government organizations, people organizations,
and the people sector. Those considered moderately importants were public
organization and state enterprises. In contrast, the factors that had no impact on their
perception on the application of the philosophy of sufficiency economy to alleviating the
poverty problem were gender, age, marital status, education, salary, number of working
years, and awareness of the community problems.

Recommendations

1. The Community Development Department should hold a seminar and
workshop to brush-up and increase the knowledge of district social developers as wekk
as correct their understanding about the philosophy of sufficiency economy as one of
the important means in the governments policy to solve the poverty problem.

2. The Community Development Department should be a major host in
alleviating the poverty problem in local areas, along with other development agencies as
co-hosts, such as the tambon administrative organization, the Agriculture Extension
Department, the Local Government Department, and so on. As focus should be more
on work integration, it is necessary to hold meetings to exchange information and to
draw potential resources from various sources to solve the problem together. Also,
local wisdoms should be included in a community development plan. The local
government organization should be a core organization in providing cooperation and
supports, such as budget, information, etc.

3. The government must continuously and seriously provide supports in
materialize the philosophy of sufficiency economy. Especially, the four primary
ministries should play an important role in supplying knowledge, technologies, and

budget.





