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The objectives of this research are 1) to study steps in strengthening the social capital
available within the community ; 2) to study methods of taking the social capital for community
development , and 3) to study problems and recommendations in strengthening the social capitel
within Ba:{ Mai Kuntham community , Muljakiri district , Khonkhan province.

Data collection is done primarily by using the in-depth interviews of 15 key-informants ;
data analysis has been carried on with the logical context description and descripti§e statistics

_appropriately.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows :

1. The process of strengthening the social capital of Ban Mai Kuntham community
proceeds along the following steps ; i.e. , creating the realization of the problem and survey_ingAthe ‘
people’s needs , learning from participation with social institution , emphasizing the values of
local resources as well as the local people’s participation in the community development.

2. The methods used for applicétion- of the social capital in community development
comprise activity participation and stimulation via the mechanism of customs and traditions ,
social mechanism as well as the modern one. |

" 3. Major problems for strengthening the social capital are the lag of participation in social
activities among childrén and youth of the community ; only children of the community leaders

have a chance to participate in the activities while other children and youth do not have such

opportunities.

Important recommendation emerged , among others , are children and youth of the
community should have equal chances for participating in the work of strengthening the
community’ s social capital starting from participating in thinking , planning , acting , evaluating
and receiving derived benefits , in order to carrying on the process of community development

perpetually.
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