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The objectives of this study are 1) to study the students’ perception on living
together before marriage; 2) to study the environmental factors on living together
before marriage; 3) to study corrective measures for this problem. It is a qualitative
research using the in-depth interview technique for data collection from is key-

informants.

Results of the study are briefly presented below:

1. The students’ perception on living together before marriage is mostly
negative from outsiders’ viewpoints because it contradicts to social norms; they
therefore do not reveal the real situation to significant others such as teachers and
parents. Most of the students with éxpeﬁence of living together before marriage do
not feel excited the matter ; the normally learn about this phenomenon from TV stars,
soap operas including the stars ’ s sex lives.

2. Environmental factors, among others, are friends’ experiences on this matter
related to them verbally; the male normally expects sexual relation while

female needs warm and secure relations, However ,they accept that living together

before marriage is inappropriate.

3. Corrective measures in this matter is to having warm family, appropriate way

of child rearing and training, emphasizing male responsible for female who should

know how to protect oneself from male’s sexual exploitation. The mass media

should be aware in reporting of deviant matters, and should promote good model for
healthy family life.

Among important recommendations emerged are the state should promote

strong family system, education and religious systems together with the mass media

in order to creating appropriate social values according to Thai virtues.





