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The purpose of study was twofold : 1) to study the role of monks in social development,
and 2) to identify the factors influencing the monks’ role. A questionnaire was employed to
collect the data from 200 monks of all levels in Don Muang District, Bangkok. Frequency,
percentage of mean were used to describe the data, and t-test and F-test to test the hypotheses at
the 0.05 significant level.

The findings were summarized as follows:

1. Most of the monks in the study were 20-30 years of age. The largest number had been
in monkhood for 1-5 years and had no position or rank. The number of those with Pali education
were smaller than those graduating in Buddhist teaching. Also, most of them finished high
school (worldly educafion).

2. The monks were found to play a moderate role in social development. When the
individual dimensions were considered separately, they were found to play the role in spreading
Buddhism most, followed by the role in providing social welfare and education support. All the
three dimensions were found to be moderate.

3. The factors found to be significantly related to the three dimension of the monks’ role
(i.e., spreading Buddhism, education support and social welfare) were support from the abbot,
support from the community, support from public and private organizations, and support from

local politicians.

Recommendations

1. The government must provide temples with more budget to develop them to become
important organizations in assisting society and those who suffer.

2. The government must provide update knowledge in different areas to monks so that
they can keep up with the changing world.

3. The government must support temples ‘in spreading Buddhism and in giving social

welfare to the public.

Recommendations for further research.

1. Further studies on the role of monks in social development should include monks in
Bangkok and in the regions and compare their opinions.

2. Also, to give a complete picture of the role of monks, further research should study all
six dimensions of the monk role, which are administration, religious education, spreading of
Buddhism, education welfare, public aminitres, and public welfare as stipalated in the Act of

Monks.





