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The objectives of this research are to study 1) social capital characteristics
appeared in the community ; 2) the impacts of tourism upon the social capital ; 3)
problems, obstacles and ways to correct them for the benefits of using the social
capital in community development and tourism.

It is a qualitative study using the in-depth interview with 15 key-informants
comprising government officials, concerned people and the lay villagers. Data
obtained were organized and analysed with logical context description with the help of
descriptive statistics.

Findings of the study can be summarized as follows:

1) Through the community’s social capital considerably, it is still
showing good characteristics comparing with nearby communities, i.€., in the trust
aspect, the community demonstrates strongly in managing the love ones or in taking
care pets, non-monetary properties, such as house and car or even in the monetary
assets themselves. In the social norm aspect, they uphold the Buddhist teachings in
daily living practices, keeping common rules for mutual benefits and in the network
aspect, they form learning groups in occupation and other social welfare with less
emphasis on business.

2) The negative impacts on the community’s social capital appear in 3
aspects, i.e., the trust aspect changes from personal trust to functional are; in the social
norm aspect, the change is more inclined to use law enforcement and in the network
aspect, it is moving toward business tie increasingly.

3) Among problems and obstacles found are the entrepreneurs are not
aware of the negative consequences but aim only for their economic gain; they neglect
local customs and traditional ways of life leading to environmental problems such bad
smell from left-over garbages, waste water including noise pollution.

Important recommendation emerged are local governing bodies, Pai Tambon
municipality in particular, should proclaims a law relating to social capital, training
local leaders to realize the significance of social capital in community tourism

development and local people’s participation in various tasks of community
development, among others.





