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The three objectives of the study were : 1) to compare the actual role and the
expected role in community development of the mosque committees in Mae Lan District,
Pattani Province. The six dimensions considered in the study were religion, education, society,
occupation, public health, and environment.  2) to identify the factors affecting the actual role of
the mosqgue committee in overall community development. 3) to seek some suggestions on how
to improve the performance of the mosque committee.

A questionnaire survey, along with interview, of the samples during
September 1 — 10, 2007, was made to collect the data. The sample consisted of 230
members of 17 mosque committees in Mae Lan District, Pattani  Province.

The findings were summed up below.

1. When the actual role and the expected role of the mosque committees
in Muslim community development were compared, the former was found to be
moderate, while the latter was found to be high.

2. The factors affecting their actual role in Muslim community
development were position, land ownership, income and formal education level.

3. It was suggested that most mosque committee members should
concentrate on religion and society. They should teach the youths and guide
community people to apply the Muslim principles to their daily life to keep up with the
changing world. They should look after community people’s well-being, being educated

and having a job. They should also play a peace keeping role for the community





