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This research paper assesses the current competitiveness of Thai exporting
products. The objective is to explore the impacts on Thai major exports if Thailand has to
implement WTO trade liberalization agreements by 2005.

The study measures the competitiveness of Thai export products by means of
two indicators: the market share and the revealed comparative advantage (RCA). Both indicators
for the 12 Thai major export industries show that Thailand is one of leading countries with high
competitiveness on its exports; since 99 out of 325 markets studied was able to claim top ranking
or second place in terms of market share. The products of 7 out of 12 industries rank top five in
terms of market share in Thai major exporting countries, and most Thai export products in 11 out
of 12 industries under this study are quantitafively has high degree of competitiveness with RCA
greater than 1.

Even though the 12 export industries under consideration are competitive in the
world market during the period of study (1998- 2000), it is found that there are only 138 out of
325 markets have increasing trend whereas the majority of the markets show sign of uncertainty
and declining trend.

The findings in this study show that the WTO trade agreements will have
positive impacts on agricultural exports: rice, tapioca, shrimps, and canned sea food in particular.
Exporters of industrial products and telecommunication and information technology products and
their consumers are not affected by the free trade agreement but the negative impacts will
indirectly have detrimental impact on the supporting industry in Thailand.

Even though it is found that most of 12 Thai export industries under
consideration are competitive in the world market during the period of study (1998- 2000), there
are only 138 out of 325 markets which accounting to 43.1% of total market studied have
increasing trend whereas the majority of the markets show sign of uncertainty and declining trend.
It is hoped that the sﬁategic information provided in the SWOT analysis will at least helpful to
both the public and private sector concerned in adjusting themselves to a freer trade regime.
Despite seeking new export markets being one of good strategies to increase export earnings to '
Thailand, it is recommended that maintaining the existing market share of Thai exports in the
trading countries is also as important. Because there are at least 273 markets in Thai major

exporting countries where the market share of Thai exports rank top ten.





