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The purpose of the study was twofold: 1) to examine the high school students’ behavior of
using the Internet in two dimensions, i.e., general use of the Internet and inappropriate use of the
Internet, and 2) to identify the factors related to their general use of the Internet and their
inappropriate use of the Internet.

The data were collected from 358 high school students (Matthayomsuksa 4,5 and 6) from 3
schools in Phra Nakhorn Sri Ayutthaya District. The questionnaire that was employed to collect the
data consisted of 6 parts. The first part concerned the general background information. The second
part measured the influence of the family over the Internet use. The third part measured the influence
of close friends over the Internet use. The fourth part measured the influence of the school over the
Internet use. The fifth part measured the behavior of general Internet use. This part covered 4
dimensiohs; education, entertainment, communication, and business. The last part measured the
inappropriate behavior of Internet use. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to
test the hypotheses, and t-test, One-Way Analysis of Variance or F-test, and Pearson’s Product-
Moment Correlation to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summarized below.

" 1. General Background information. About 64.2 percent of the respondents were female
school students. The average age was 16.3 years. Most of them (34.9) were in the senior year

(Mathayomsuksa 6). About 61.2 percent had a good GPA (3.01-4.00). The parents of about 36.9
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percent of the school students had a monthly income of 15,001-30,000 baht. The average monthly
income was 30,781. The parents of about 87.7 percent of the school students lived together. About
83.0 percent lived with their parents. About 93.6 percent had a computer at their homes. About 67.3
percent used the Internet at home.  About half of the samples used the Internet 1-3 times a week.
Most of them (60.3%) used the Internet for 1-2 hours.The majority (34.4%) started using the Internet
during 6:00 p.m. — 8:00 p.m. And about 32.1 percent stopped using the Internet after 10:00 p.m.

2. The sample group was found to use the Internet for general purposes at a moderate level
and had an inappropriate use of the Internet at a low level.

3. The factors significantly related to the general use of the Internet were gender, place where
the student used the Internet, family income, influence of the family over the Internet use, influence
of closed friends over the Internet use, influence of closed friends over the Internet use, and influence
of the school over the Internet use. That is, the male school students used the Internet for general
purposes more frequently than the female counterparts. The students usually used the Internet at
home used it for general purposes more often than those who used the Internet at school and at the
Internet shop. The students whose family had a higher income used the Internet for general purposes
more often than those whose family had a lower income. The students who were more influenced by
the family, the closed friends and the school used the Internet for general purposes more often than
those who were less influenced by the three groups.

4. The factors significantly related to the students’ behavior of inappropriate use of the
Internet were gendgr, GPA, influence of the family over the Internet use and influence of closed
friends over the Internet use, That is, male school students used the Internet for an inappropriate
purpose more often than female ones. Students with a low GPA use the Internet for an inappropriate
purpose more often than those with a higher GPA. The students who were more influenced by the
family and those who were more influenced by closed firiends used the Internet for an inappropriate
purpose more often than the students who were less influenced by both groups of people.

For school students to use the Internet for appropriate purposes or for productive purposes,
the following were recommended : 1) The parents and the teachers should pay close attention to and
give some advice on how the students select their closed friends. They should select those who have
appropriate or productive use of the Internet to be their closed friends. The students that need very
close attention from the parents and teacher were male students and students with a low GPA. 2) The
parents should give their children advice and control their Internet use so that the children can use it
for the appropriate purposes. 3) The school should play a role in give the students and the parents a

knowledge and understanding of how to use the Internet appropriately.





