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The study was conducted for the following three objectives : 1) to
measure the level of people’s participation in garbage disposal management, 2) to
identify the factors influencing their participation in this activity, and 3) to reveal their
problems and suggestions on garbage disposal management.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 251 household
heads or their representatives who were more than 20 years old and lived in the Tambon
Muang Phan municipality, Phan District, Chiangrai Province for at leas one year.
Frequency, percentage, mean standard deviation, t-test and F-test were used to analyze -

the data.

The findings were summed up as follows:

Most of the respondents were women aged 45-54 and were married.
They completed primary education. They were small traders or had their own small
businesses and had an average monthly income of 7,001-10,000 baht. They lived in the
municipality for more than 15 years. Most of them did not serve in any community
committee, or were community volunteers. They got information about garbage
disposal at a moderate level (mean = 1.38 out of 3). They also had a moderate

knowledge and understanding about garbage and garbage disposal management
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(mean = 0.82 out of 1). In addition, they moderately agreed with garbage disposal
management (rhean = 2.78 out of ).

In was also found that the respondents participate in garbage disposal
management at a low level (mean = 2.19). When the individual dimensions of
participation were considered separately, they were found to participate in implemention
at a moderate level (mean = 2.97). They participated at a low level in identifying the
problems, planning, and follow-up and evaluation (mean = 2.05, 1.88 and 1.86
respectively).

The factors significantly influencing their participation in garbage )
disposal management at the 0.05 level were income, social status, access to information
related to garbage, and opinion about garbage disposal management. In contrast,
gender, age, marital status, education, primary occupation, number of residential years
in the municipality, and knowledge and understanding about garbage and garbage
disposal management were found to have no impact on their participation in garbage

disposal management.

Recommendations

1. The people should be promoted to participate in garbage disposal
management, starting from identifying the problems, followed by planning,
implementation of the plan, and follow — up and evaluation.

2. More colored trash bins should be provided to the communities to
serve the people’s need.

3. Garbage should be collected more often to reduce the smell.

A cozy community contest should be held to urge all the households to

keep their communities clean.





