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HTTP (Hypertext Transfer Protocol) is the protocol that defines how Web
clients communicate with Web servers. Understanding HTTP helps us understand
how the Web works, for example, understand how clients and servers resolve the
issues that arise from resources having been moved and requesting a protected
resource. Moreover, the developers with the knowledge of HTTP can write dynamic
web pages more efficiently and can control any behavior of the Web transaction they
choose, such as setting cookies.

HTTP also gives us important insight into the fundamental architecture of the
Web, which allows us to easily adapt to new trends and technologies. For example,
Web services use HTTP as the primary means of transporting messages in SOAP
(Simple Object Access Protocol) format between clients and servers.

Phoenix is a software tool that is designed as a learning aid for studying HTTP
and Web services. This tool allows a user to interact with a Web server or a Web
service as if he were a client. That is, the user can send any kind of HTTP and SOAP
requests to a Web server through the easy-to-use graphical user interface of this tool.
The user can also view each response sent back from the server in a manner that helps
him understand the behavior of the server and the normally unseen processes. To
reinforce the concepts the user has learnt and practiced, this tool also allows the user
to view the HTTP and SOAP messages that occur when using this tool as a client.
This tool can be used by students in Web-related courses, by anyone who wants to
understand HTTP and the underlying architecture of the Web, or by developers to
debug Web-based applications.





