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The objectives of the study were to examine the real problem and impacts of
children affected by AIDs ; to find out some way to deal with the problem of AIDs -
affected children in Tambon Ma Khau Jac; and reveal the community’s participation in
dealing with this problem

This qualitative research use the focus - group discussion and in - depth interview
to collect the data from 27 informants consisting of teachers responsible for AIDs work,
community leaders, parents, and students in general. The triangle technique was used to
check and analyie the data. The findings were summed up below.

The children affected by AIDs in Tambon Ma Khau Jae, Muang District,
Lampoon Province are 98 : 47 boys and 51 girls. There were 11 children affected by
AIDs at Wat Sankayom School in Tambon Ma Khau Jae, Mliang District, Lampoon
Province : 4 boys and 7 girls. There were 60 HIV — infected parents that were still alive:
20 fathers and 40 mothers.

The three real problems of children affected by AIDs were the economic
problems, the education problem and the mental and social problem. Their family was
economically affected because it consisted of an old person and the child. It was the old
person that earmned a living to feed the family. Most of the old people were wage —
eamners and did not have enough income. They could not pay for the children’s
educational expenses. The children were retarded when compared to children of their age.
They were also faced with a mental health problem. They felt lonely and lacked of love
and wannness; resulting in lack of self confidence. Moreover, the 7community environment
did not provided them with justice. No one. thought of giving assistance to families
affected by AIDs. The family members had no time to take care of children, so there
might be a lack of understanding within the family. Thus, there was a generation gap
and even the gap between children and their attendants.

Regarding the solutions to the problems of AIDs - affected children, the economic
problem was reduced by giving financial support and occupational development. The
education problem was solved by providing the children with an equal opportunity to
children in general. The mental and social problem was handled by holding three
activities, i.e., going camping.to build a good relationship between children and families,
building a good understanding of pupils and teachers in staying together, and visiting
children’s home. The communities in Tambon Ma Khau Jae participated in solving all the

three problems. Each party played different roles in solving these problems.





