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The study was conducted for the following three objectives: (1) to examined the
level of people’s participation in local development activities, (2) to find out the
relationship between the personal variables and their participation level, and (3) to identify
the problems and seek suggestion on some way to promote people to participate in local
developfnent.

The population included 2,688 households in 14 communities in Tambon
Wiangchai Municipality. The sample consisted of 140 people from ten communities who
were selected by accidental sampling.

A questionnaire which was used to collect the data had the reliability of 0.79.
Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to describe the data,
while t—test and F - test were used of test the hypothesis.

The findings were briefly stated below. \

Most of the sample were male and were 36 — 50 years of age. They completed
elementary school and were married. They were engaged in agriculture and general
employment. The monthly income was lower than 5,000 baht. Most were people in
general, followed by those from the housewife group/ the cooperative group/ the saving
group. The majority lived in the municipality for 5 years or more. They used to be
trained in different occupational promotion projects. As for participation in social activity,

they participated in the saving group and the funeral welfare group. During the past
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month, more than half of the samples contacted municipal officials about community
activates or their own affairs for 1-3 times.

As a whole, the people were found to participate in local development at a
moderated level. The components of participation could be ranked on the basis of the
mean scores from the highest to the lowest as follows : decision — making, operation,
follow — up and evaluation, respectively.

The personnel factors that were significantly related to the people’s participation
in local development were social position, frequency in contacting the municipality, and
access to related information. In contrast, the factors: that had no relationship with - their
participation in local development were sex, age, education, marital statues, occupation,
income, number of residential years, and knowledge and understanding about the role and

authority of the municipality.

Recommendations.

1. The municipality should promote, support and build the system of dissiminating
knowledge of local development to the people and should give them an opportunity to
participate in local development, especially in follow —up and evaluation.

2. The municipality should develop its public relations system to include different
channel and to cover all the areas. The system should keep up with the current situation
and should reach all groups of people. The municipality should setan action plan to give
public services in an aggressive way in order to reach all the area and all the groups.

3. The municipality should promote, support and give an opportunity to all groups
of people to arrange activities. Especially, those who were not members of any social

group should have an equal chance to take part inlocal development.





