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The two objectives of the survey were 1) to find out the level of people’s
participation in garbage disposal management in Yala municipality, and 2) to in identify
the factors influencing their participation in this activity.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 280 people living
in the Yala municipality. SPSS for Window was used to process the data. Frequency,
percentage, mean, and standard deviation were app»lied to describe the data, while the
hypotheses were tested by using t-test and F-test (One way ANDVA).

Characteristics of the sample. Most of the respondents were women,
age 21-30 and were Buddhists. They had a Bachelor's degree or higher. The majority
were in the private business sector/small trade. About half of them had a monthly
income of less than 10,000 baht. There were 5 - 6 members in the family. Most lived in

the Yala municipality for more than 15 years.

The results were summarized below :

1. As a whole, the people were found to participate in garbage disposal
management at a moderate level. They participate most in garbage collection, followed
by reducing the garbage volume. They participated the least in recycling.

/ 2. When the factors related to their participation were considered, it was
found that they moderately received news and information about garbage. In fact, they

got most of the news from television, followed by radio. The people had a good
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knowledge and understanding of garbage disposal management. They considered the
garbage problems and the impacts to be very important.

3. The factors that had no impact on the people’s participation in
garbage disposal management were gender, religion, occupation, income, number of
family members, member of residential years in the Yala municipality, knowledge and
understanding of garbage disposal management, and opinion on the garbage problems
and the impacts. In contrast, the factors that significantly affected their participation in
the activity at the 0.05 level were education and access to news and information

concerning garbage.

Recommendations

1. Short-term. The existing project of garbage disposal management
should be implemented seriously and continuously. The people should be urged to
cooperate in garbage selection before throwing garbage in each type of dustbins. Also
different types of dustbins should be adequately provided.

2. Long — term. The Yala municipality should hold a training couse for
the personnel to have a correct knowledge and understanding of garbage disposal
management. Their should also be a project that focuses on people's participation in
garbage disposal management, so that the people will realize the importance of their
participation in the activity. Moreover, they should be given an opportunity to participate
in presenting the problems and expressing their opinions. Public relations should be
continuously launched to build people’s conscience, making them feel responsible for

conserving and solving the environmental problems.





