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The objectives of this research are 1) to study deciding behavior in direct election of the

TAO chief executive; in Klai Muang TAO, Muang District Yala Province; 2) to study relating
components in the deciding behavior to elect the Tambon chief executive directly, and 3) to find
out problems in such a decision making and recommendations by interviewing in-depth 15 key-
informants, after which the data were organized and analyzed with logical context description and
descriptive statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

1. The deciding behavior reveals the informants have had experience in pervious
elections of village headman, parliamentary member, senate in every election; they participation
in there elections almost every time.

2. Component concerning the decision making in this matter can be described as

2.1 the source of election information, ie., from TAO’s public relations, from
government officialé (less than one-half), from the candidates’ leaflets and relatives;

2.2 knowledge of rights and duty of the chief TAO among key-inf;)rmants is not
complete for example, they do not know of their right in sacking the chief executives;

2.3 relatives and persons of acquaintance is more favor in making decision than the

policy and other quality of the candidates.

3. Problems and recommendations:

3.1. The voters do not know about their rights in the election;  the election committee
should the therefore emphasize more public relations work.

3.2. Vote buying still is a big issue for the election, this should be correct through more
intensive education program, involving local schools and children for better future of local

democracy.





