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The two purposes of the study were

1) to find out the attitude of community leaders toward social welfare for the
disadvantaged ;

2) to identify the relationship between the personal characteristics and the attitude
of community leaders toward such social welfare.

The data were collected from of 120 community leaders in Chiangrai City
Municipality by using a questionnaire as the research tool. The data were analyzed by
using percentage, mean, standard deviation, t—test and F - test (One - Way ANOVA)

The findings were briefly stated below.

1. Female community leaders outnumbered male ones. They were 51 years old or
more and completed primary school. The majority were in small trade/ private business.
More than half were married and lived with their spouses. The averaged monthly income
was less than 5,000 baht. Most of them lived in Muang Chiangrai District. They held the
position of community chairperson, housecraft group chairperson, volunteer group
chairperson, and civil defense group chairperson. They had more than 10 years of work
experience. Most of them lived in the municipality for more than 21 years.

2. Overall, their knowledge and  understanding of social welfare for the
disadvantaged was found to be at a high level.

3. As a whole, their attitude toward social welfare for the disadvantaged was

highly positive. All the aspects were strongly agreed with. They agreed most with

fairness in considering operating social welfare for the disadvantaged, followed by payment
of allowance to the disabled, payment of allowance for the elderly, and payment of
allowance for AIDS patients, respectively.

4, Education was found to have a significant relationship with their attitude.

5. However, other variables that have not significantly related to their attitude
were sex, age, occupation marital status, average monthly income, hometown, work
experience, position in the community, number of residential years in the community,

knowledge and understanding of social welfare.





