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This study on attitude towards Buddhism among the youth in Juvenile Obervation and
Protection Center: a case study of youth in the Training Center for Male Juveniles, in Bangkok
and its Suburbs, aims at exploring the attitide of male youth towards Buddhism, and examining
factors effecting their such attitude. -

Population in this study are the youth in Training Center for Male Juveniles, in Bangkok
and its suburbs which include Ban Karuna, Ban Muthita, Ban Ubekkha, who are Buddhist and
aged between 15 — 18, Simple random sampling method was employed, obtaining total 156
subjects from Ban Karuna Training Center for Male Juveniles. Data collection was based on
constructed questionnéire, and statistical analyses involve frequency distribution, percentage,
mean, standard deviation, t-test, and F-test.

Results reveal that:

1. The majority of male youth in the training center are 18 yearé of age, and attained
lower secondary education (grade 7 — grade 9). They had co-resided with parents prior to
entering the training center.

2. Among these male youth, those reported with first and repeated offences and captures
are in comparable proportions. Most of the repeaters reported offences of the same old ground, of
which their last case was on a single ground. Offences were of every kind, but drugs was found
most, similarly to cases about effects. Most of these youth offenders have been restrained last

time in this center for 2 years.
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3. The male youth in this center had moderate level of overall attitude towards Buddhism.
They reported positive attitude on Buddhism with regard to religious objects and religious places,
and had moderate attitude towards Buddhism in particular of religious ceremony, religious
precepts (dharma), and religious persons, respectively.

4, Most of them reported high level of faith in Buddhism, and the knowledge and
understanding in Buddhism. They practice Buddhist precepts and Buddhist affairs at moderate
level.

5. Knowledge and understanding on Buddhism, faith in Buddhism, and practice of
Buddhist precepts effect the youth’s attitude towards Buddhism.

6. Education level, previous residential characteristic, number of capture, the last offense
ground, and duration of the last stay in this training center, and practice of religious affairs had no
effect on their attitude.

Recommendations

1. There should be study tours for the youth to visit religious places in Thailand such as
temples to help instill, maintain, and raise their positive attitude towards religious objects and
places.

2. The youth should be encouraged and promoted to engage in relgious ceremony, along
with educating them on religious ceremonies and guiding of their benefits.

3. The youth should be promoted to join dharma camps so that they can be disciplined
and gain insights of dharma.

4. The youth should be advocated to participate in the conservation of Buddhism as well
as religious tradition, so as to enable their practice of Buddhist function and also to further
advocate their close people once they retun to normal society.

5. The Juvenile Training Center should conduct Buddhism class and training for at least
once a week. This would help embed their insight and faith, and positive attitude towards
'Buddhism, and also be well prepared to practice Buddhism precepts in daily life.

6. The Juvenile Training Center should consistently arrange, for at least twice a month,
religious activities and allow the youth to join them, e.g., listening to dharma, making merits and
offering foods for monks, including other daily religious practice, e.g., praying before bedtime,
practicing meditation, and reading dharma books, making them become better disciplined and

_close to Buddhism.





