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The study was made for the following purposes :
1. to investigate the behavior of using pesticides by farmers in the Tambon
Wiangchai Municipality,
2. to identify the relationship between the demographic variables and their
behavior of using pesticides,
3. to use the research results to educate farmers to use pesticides correctly
and safely.
A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 140 farmers. Frequency,
percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to describe the data, while the
hypotheses were tested by using t-—test and F - test.

\
The results were briefly reported as follows :

1. Most of the respondents were men, aged 41 -50. They finished primary
education. They were married and had a monthly income of less than 5,000 baht. They
were members of the housewife group /the occupational group / the cooperative group / the
saving group. They lived in the community for more than 5 years. They used to attend
training courses once or twice. They were member of 1- 2 groups.

2. Most of the farmers had a moderate knowledge and understanding of the

types and effectiveness of pesticide (X = 0.59).

When the individual items were considered, they had the best knowledge and
understanding of all pesticides that were harmful to human beings and animals (X = 0.87),
followed by peéticides that had lasting residue because they dissolved slowly (X =0.86). They
know the least about the fact that pesticides that had oil as an _ingredient could be easily
absorbed by the skin (X =0.21) and some pesticides could get rid of thread worms (X =0.21).

3. As for the behavior of using pesticides, it was found that most of the farmers
used pesticides at a high level vg-()—( =0.87). When the individual items were considered, the
highest mean belong to choosing pesticides that were suitable to the plant enemy (X = 0.99),
followed by storing pesticides at a safe place far away from children (X =0.97), and the least
one was choosing pesticides as recommended by sellers (X =0.35).

4. The factors significantly related to their behavior of using pesticides were
gender, membership of a group, and knowledge and understanding of types and effectiveness
of pesticides.

5. The factors that had no relationship with the farmers’ behavior of using
pesticides were age, education, marital status, household income, social position, number of

living years inthe community, and attending training courses.





