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The study was conducted for the following two objectives : (1) to find out the opinions
of Bangkok people on the ethics in information presentation of daily newspapers , and (2) to
identify the factors affecting Bangkok people’s opinion on the matter.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 400 men and women aged 18 or more
in Bangkok who were literate and read daily newspapers. Frequency, percentage, mean, standard
deviation, t — test, and F-test were employed to analyze the data.

The findings were summarized below.

1. Most of the respondents were women, aged 18 — 30 and held a Bachelor’s degree.
The member of company employees and that of students were equal. The monthly income was
10,001 — 20,000 bath. They read daily newspapers everyday. Most of tem, read Thairath

2. The respondents had a good knowledge and understanding of daily newspapers
ethics. |

3. They acknowledged the newspaper ethics at a moderate level.

4 Overall, they were found to be indifferent in the ethics of information presentation
of daily newspapers. The highest mean was response to the people’s right to receive news and
information ( X = 3.45), building people’s trust (X = 3.31), respect on individuals’ private right,

and adherence to respect of human dignity (X=3.19).

5. The factors significantly affecting people’s opinions were age knowledge and
understanding and acknowledgement. In contrast gender, income, occupation, reading frequency
and most read newspaper were found no influence on their opinions.

Recommendations

1. The organization related to the control of newspaper ethics should publicize the
knowledge of newspaper ethics to the general public so that newspaper readers will realize the
importance of presenting news on the basis of ethics and will cooperate in checking the role and
duty of daily newspapers.

2. The newspaper producers and employees must hold on to the professional ethics.
They should provide people with facts, not exaggerating headline and not ﬁisleading reader. The
news should be refined before being published. No rude words should be used. Useless news
should be omitted.

3. The organization controlling the newspaper ethics, especially the National Newspaper
Council should law strict measures to enforce the ethics

4. Newspaper people should check each other. If anyone violates the ethic, they should
seriously renounce them.

5. All newspéper people must have a professional certificate and their ethics must be

evaluated.





