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The Two objections of the study were (1) to examine the role of Buddhists in
protecting Buddhism, and (2) to identify the factors influencing their roles in protecting
the religion.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 324 Buddhists living in the
Wat Wisetkarn and Wat Chimthayakawad communities in Bangkoknoi District, Bangkok.
Percentage, mean, standard deviation, t — test, and F-test were employed for data
analysis.

The findings were briefly reported as follows:

1. Most of the samples were women, aged 21 — 40 and were single. Their
hometowns were in the Central Region. Their education was below vocational school.
They had their own small businesses and had a monthly income of 5,001 baht or more.

2. The samples moderately participated in religions acti:/ities and had
experience in Dharma practice at a jow level but had a good knowledge and
understanding about the duties of Buddhists. They also had a good knowledge and
understanding of Buddhist principles.

3. The Buddhists in the study played the role in protecting Buddhism at a high
level. The highest mean belonged to protection of the religious buildings (X = 4.38),
protection of Lord Buddha (X = 4.27), protection of rites and rituals (X = 4.24),
protection of monks (X = 4.21), protection of Buddhist culture (X = 4.18), and
protection of Buddhist teachings/Dharma ( X = 376), respectively.
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4. The factors significantly affecting the role of Buddhiéts in protecvting Buddhism
were age, experienoe in joining religions activities, experience in Dharma practice,
knowledge and understanding about the  duties of Buddhists, and knowledge and
understanding of Buddhist principles. In contrast, gender, marital status, hometown,
education, occupation, and income were found to have no influence an their role in

protecting Buddhism.

Recommendations

1. Buddhists whose age was 40 or below 40 should be encouraged to join
Buddhist activities and Dharma practice. They should be educated to have a better
knowledge and understanding about Buddhists’ duties and Buddhist principles.

2. Buddhists should be encouraged to participate more in religions activities,
such as joining walking clockwise around the temple on important Buddhist Lent, giving
alms to monks, going to temple on religions days (half — moon days, full moon days, no
~ moon days),etc.

3. Buddhists should be encouraged to do Dharma practice by arranging places
for Dharma practice at different government office buildings or state enterprise office
buildings. Monks should be invited to give lectures on Buddhism or to lead Dharma

practice every religions day of once a week.





