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The research was conducted for the following three objectives : 1) to
investigate the election behavior of eligible voters in the constituencies in Yala District,
Yala Province; 2) to identify the factors influencing the voters' election of the members of
provincial administrative organization council (MPAOC) in the constituencies in Yala
District, Yala Province; and 3) to examine the reasons of the voters for showing such
election behavior. A questionnaire was used to collect the data from a sample of 395
eligible voters in Yala District, Yala Province. Percentage was employed to describe the -

data and Chi-Square test ( y ) to find out the relationship between variables.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. Election behavior in terms of using the right ‘té vote. It was found that
nearly all to the respondents went to vote because they wanted to be decent citizens
and they voted on the basis of the popularity of the political candidate or the policy of
that candidate. As for the length of time for decision — making, most of the respondents
made a cecision on the election day and did not change their minds after ﬁwaking he
decision. They preferred electing new political candidates. They gave equal importance

to both candidates who applied in teams and independent candidates.
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2. Access to related information was found to be significantly related to
their election behavior in terms of length of time for decision — making and change in
decision. In contrast, other factors had no relationship with their election behavior,
perhaps because the violence in the three southern border.

3. As for the reasons of showing such election behavior of the voters, it
was found that most of the respondents'wanted to show that they were decent citizens,
followed by favoring the candidate or his/her policy. The others wanted to have a good )

person to be their representative.

4. Recommendations.

The government organization responsible for arranging the election, i.e
the election committee, should encourage people to check the name list of voters early
and should give information about local election through different local media, such as
large - sized banners (cutouts), community radio ~ broadcasting station. The people
should be urged to participate more in local government . An stage should be set up for
political candidates to announce their policies to the public to use as information for

decision-making.

Recommendations for further study

1. Research should be conducted on political culture of the public in a
particular locality, so that the peoples' election behavior and political culture in local
areas will be revealed.

2. A comparison should be made to find out the similarities and the
differences in people’s election behavior and participation in the election among

different local areas.





