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The three objectives of the research were 1) to measure the level of
community leaders’ participation in driving the philosophy of sufficiency economy in
Tharnto District, Yala Province, 2) to find out the factors affecting their participation, and
3) to identify their problems and some suggestions on this matter. A guestionnaire was
used to collect the data from 60 community leaders in four tambons---Tambon Tharnto,
Tambon Ban Rae, Tambon Mae Waad and Tambon Kirikhet (15 leaders from each).
SPSS was used to process the data. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation were employed to describe the data, and Pearson’s Product - Moment

Correlation to test the hypotheses.
\

The findings were briefly reported below.

1. Overall the community leaders participated in driving the philosophy of
sufficiency economy at a high level. When the individual dimensions were considered
separately, they were found to participate most in learning. They participated at a high
level in five dimensions, which were 1) economy 2) reduction of expenses 3) mutual
hospitality 4) increase in income and 5) environmental conservation and sustainable use
of natural resources.

2. The community leaders were found to have a good knowledge and

understanding about the philosophy of sufficiency economy. They had the best
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knowledge in moral, i.e. realization of moral, honesty, patience, perseverahce and use of
wisdom in leading one’s life. The y promoted growing garden vegetates so that people
could save money.

3. Most of the community leaders realized the importance of carrying
activities related to the philosophy of sufficiency economy at a moderate level.

4. The community leaders received academic support for driving the
philosophy of sufficiency economy at a moderate level.

5. The community leaders who had different positions participated in
driving the philosophy of sufficiency economy at a different level. On the contrary, the
factors that had no effect on their participation were sex, age, education, and income.
Also, knowledge and understanding of the philosophy of sufficiency economy and
realizing the importance of this philosophy, and academic support were found to have
no relationship with the community leaders’ participation in driving the philosophy of

sufficiency economy.

Recommendations

The government sector and the private sector should join hands in
driving the philosophy of sufficiency economy. All the organization should use this ‘
philosophy as the major strategy for their operation. The personnel should be made to
have conscience to lead their lives on the basis of this philosophy. The families of
community leaders should be models for community people. People at all levels and of
all ages especially youths and students, should be educated to understand the

philosophy of sufficiency economy.





