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The four objectives of the study were 1) to find out The people’s knowledge and
understanding of the National Economic and Social Development Advisory Council;
2) to measure their participation in the operation of the National Economic and Social
Development Council ; and 4) to point out the problems and to get some suggestions
on increasing their participation in the operation of the Council.

A questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 120 people in Khon Khaen
Province who were selected by accidental sampling. Frequency, mean and standard deviation
were used to describe the data, while the hypotheses were tested by using t-test, F-test, and
Pearson’ s Product - Moment Correlation.

The findings were summarized below

General characteristics of the sample. Most of the respondents were men (53.3%),
about 65.0 percent were 45 years of age. About 54.2 percent finished primary education. About
78.3 percent were farmers. About 60.8 percent had a social position

Most of the respondents received related information at a moderate level (J—C = 2.07 out
of 3). When the individual items were considered separately, the most important source of
information were leaflets brochures / journals (;= 2.19). the least important source
_ was television (x=1.59)

Also, most of the people in the study (70.8%) had a poor knowledge about the National

Economic and Social Development Advisory Council (less than 5 answers out of 10 items). When
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the individual items were considered separately, two items that less than 20 percent of the people
know the answers were (1) where do the members of the National Economic and Social
Development Advisory Council cone from? (10.8%) and (2) how often does the Council hold
a lage meeting / seminar called an annual academic seminar ? (13.3%)

Moreover, the respondents participated in the Council’s operation at a moderate level
(;= 3.43 out of 5). All the eight individual items of participation were formal to be moderate.
These items were ranked from the highest to the lowest mean (;= 3. 07-3.53) as follows
(1) disseminating knowledge (;% 1}.53), (2) giving suggestions on the Council’s opération
(;= 3.48) (3) following related news and information (;= 3.45), (4) attending meetings
()_c= 3.42), (5) giving suggestions to solve different problems (; = 3.38), (6) contact /
coordination (;= 3.38), (7) receiving news and information (;= 3.29), and (8) acknowledging
the Council’s operation through different government agencies (J—c =3.07)

When the hypotheses were tested, the factors significantly related to the participation of
the members of the people network were gender, social position, receiving related news and
information, difference in opinions, expectations from the participation, benefits gained from the
participation, beings contacted in the local area. In contrast, age, education, occupation and
knowledge and understanding about the council ’s operation were found to have no relationship

with their participation in the Council ’s operation.

Recommendations.

1. The people should be informed of the role of the \Council so that they will have a
correct knowledge and understanding of the council.

2. There should be a coordination unit to link between the people network and the
Council. This unit might be called the “coordination Center” or the “ Coordination Unit” this
unit will encourage the people to participate in the council ’s activities.

3. The council should provide suggestions as well as academic  supports on socio-

economic issues for the government.

4. An adequate budget should be allowed to support council’s operation continuously.





