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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to examine the mayor-electing
behavior of the people in the Narathiwad municipality, and 2) to find out the factors
related to their election behavior.

The sample consisted of eligible voters aged 18 or beyond who lived in
the Narathiwad municipality, Muang District, Narathiwad Province. The total sample was

1 393. A questionnaire was used to collect the data. Frequency and percentage were
used to describe the data and Chi-Square test ( ;(2) were employed to test the
hypothesis at the 0.05 level.

\ ,
The findings were briefly reported below.

1. Election behavior in terms of using the right to vote. It was found that
almost all the people went to vote because they wanted to have a good person to be
their representative. They decided who to be elected about one week or more beforethe
election day. The majority voted for the person who had been elected before because
they were satisfied with his / her performance.

2. The factors related to their election behavior were gender, income,
relationship with the candidate (knowing him/her before), and access to related

information. All these factors were related to the length to time for making a decision on
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who they would elect. Age, education, occupation, income, relationship with the
candidate (knowing each other, being friends and relatives) were all found to be related
to the hype of candidate elected. On the contrary, religion and hometown had no

relationship with the election behavior.

3. Recommendations

The people should be instilled with political conscience through a variety
of mass media that could easily reach them. Besides related agencies mUst make good
preparation for an election so that everything would sun smooth and be in line with the
law. The central organization that oversees the election, that is, the municipal election
committee, should strictly enforce the law, especially on election frauds.

These should arenas for the candidates to give speech to introduce
themselves and amounce the policy to the public. The channels could be stages, radio,
wireless media so that people could have information for their own decision-making and
nobody could lead them. Consequently, the election would be fair and the people could

have the representatives that they want.





