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The objectives of this research are 1) to study the adjustment of Thai women
marrying Western men ; 2) to study power relation within the family of Thai women who
married the western men; 3) to study problems obstacles and recommendations in
married life of Thai women with Western husband.

It is a qualitative study ; the researcher selected 14 Thai women who married
Western men as key-informants using the in-depth interview for data collection ; the data

were later analysed with logical context description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized below :

1. The adjustment of Thai women marrying Western men, the successful
adjustments \\\/vhen having conflict are using compromise method or even doing nothing
and demanding the co-operation from husband and solving problems jointly. On the
contrary, those adjusted themselves by relying on violent methods, whether being verbal
or physical, the problems are not solved but accelerated into divorce at the end.

2. Power relations within the family of Thai women who married the Western
men. They are more generous in the sense that Thai women can make decisions in
taking care of the family members including compromising and bargaining. However,
the husbands are sole deciders on their children from former wives. In general, the
husband has more power than the wife but they often decide together in matter of

-money allowance for the wife’s parents in Thailand and spending leisure time.

3.Among problems found by the married couples of Thai wife and Western
husband are mostly derived from cultural differences of men and women, followed by
the family economic and expenses, undesirable behavior of the husband, uneven
demand for sexual relations, and the last one is about the language - can't
communicate meaningfully.

Among recommendations emerged are, e.g., Thai women should have more say
in the family ; Thai women should better prepare in the language and culture of the

Western husbands.





