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Abstract

This study aimed to: (1) investigate the constitutional theories of the
Senate, both authorities and sources as written in the Constitutions, law, books,
textbooks, and related documents found in Thailand and other countries; (2) analyze
the legitimacy of sources of senators, particularly to the selection process of recruited
senators under the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550; and (3)
provide suggestions for setting up criteria about senator sources for legitimacy in
accordance with expected roles and authorities which should be written in the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand.

The study was conducted through qualitative research by means of
documentary research from books, textbooks, Constitutions, documents and academic
articles related to the Senate in both authority and source aspects found in Thailand
and other countries namely France, Belgium, and India.

The findings showed that the forming of the Senate still held legitimacy
conforming to Thailand’s current contexts because the senators directly elected by
people held legitimacy according to the democratic principles. While the ones
recruited could totally solve the problems of lacking neutrality of the senators entering
the House by direct election. However, the forming of the recruitment committee
should be amended by allowing the nominees from different organizations of
occupation sectors to select their representatives among themselves before sending up
to the Senate to finally pick out the desirable number of senators. This method serves
democratic legitimacy as the senators are genuine representatives that are connected
by all the occupation sectors and people
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