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Abstract

The purposes of this research were (1) to develop an enrichment curriculum to enhance Thai
communication skills usage for Islamic teachers in schools of three southernmost provinces; and (2) to evaluate
quality of the enrichment curriculum to enhance Thai communication skills usage for Islamic teachers in
schools of three southernmost provinces.

The research process was composed of two phrases: Phase One was the development of the
enrichment curriculum, which included the following activities: studying the fundamental data in order to
develop the curriculum; developing the first draft of the curriculum; and improving and revising the first draft
based on recommendations. The research sample employed for development of the enrichment curriculum
consisted of 10 purposively selected Thai language experts and curriculum and instruction experts. The
employed research instruments were the first and second drafts of the enrichment curriculum. Statistics
employed for data analysis were the mean and standard Deviation. Phase Two was the quality evaluation of the
developed enrichment curriculum. The research sample employed for quality evaluation of the developed
enrichment curriculum consisted of 30 randomly selected Islamic Studies teachers in three Southernmost
Provinces who enrolled in the Graduate Diploma Program of Teacher Profession at Princess of Naradhiwas
University in the first semester of the 2012 academic year. They were tested on their Thai communication
skills usage to classify them into three groups of high, moderate, and needed improvement based on their Thai
language usage competency level. As a result, 21 teachers whose Thai language usage skills were at the
moderate and needed improvement levels were identified. The research instruments were an assessment form
on Thai communication skills usage, two parallel versions of an assessment form on Thai communication skills
usage via the use of communication situations, and an assessment form on satisfaction with the organized Thai
language instruction. Statistics for data analysis were the mean, standard deviation, and t-test.

The research findings revealed that (1) the developed enrichment curriculum to enhance Thai
communication skills usage was composed of two learning packages each of which required 30 hours of
instruction; the first package contained learning contents on basic principles of Thai communication skills usage
for learners whose Thai communication skills usage was at the needed improvement level; the second package
contained learning contents on practicing Thai for communication skills usage emphasizing activities for
practicing listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills for learners whose Thai communication skills usage
was at the moderate and needed improvement levels; also, ethical and moral principles were integrated into the
activities of the developed enrichment curriculum; and (2) results of the try-out of the developed enrichment
curriculum to enhance Thai communication skills usage showed that the post-learning achievement of the
learners was significantly higher than their pre-learning counterpart; the learners’ post-learning Thai
communication skills usage was significantly higher than their pre-learning counterpart, with the skills usage
level in the needed improvement group, after learning from the two packages of the enrichment curriculum,
being increased to the moderate level, and the skills usage level in the moderate level group, after learning from
the second package of the enrichment curriculum, being increased to the high level; the post-learning Thai
communication skills usage as a whole of the learners in the sample was significantly higher than their
pre-learning counterpart at the .05 level; and the learners were satisfied with the instructional activities as a
whole in the enrichment curriculum at the highest level.
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