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The three objectives of the study were 1) to examine the level of participation of the
volunteers for water animal resources conservation in Chonburi Province, 2) to identify the factors
related to their participation in the activity, and 3) to point out the problems of their participation. A
questionnaire was employed to collect the data from 190 volunteers for water animal resources
conservation in Chonburi Province. The questionnaire was composed of 4 parts. The first part dealt
with background information of the respondents. The second part measure their participation in water
animal resources conservation in Chonburi Province. The third part which dealt with the factors
related to their participation was divided into 4 sections: measurement of knowledge and
understanding of water animal resources conservation; measurement of access to related in(ormation;

_measurement of expectations of benefits to society; and measurement of support from the government
sector. Percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data, while t-test and
Pearson’s Product-Moment Correlation were employed to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows.

1. General background information. About 81.1 percent of the respondents were male and
the average age was 45 years old. Most, or 71.1 percent, were married. About 58.9 percent finished
elementary education. About 62.2 percent were fishermen and about 70.0 percent had a household

monthly income of not more than 10,000 baht,
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2. As a whole, the level of the volunteers’ participation in water animal resources
conservation was moderate. They participated most in releasing water animals to water sources (at a
high level) and they participated least in assisting the fishery officials in demolishing or destroying
illegal fishing tools and equipment (at a low level).

3. The factors significantly related to their participation in water animal resources
conservation were education, occupation, access to information related to water animal resources
conservation, expectations of benefits to society, support from the government sector, and knowledge
and understanding of water animal resources conservation, respectively. That is, the volunteers who
had a higher education than elementary school had a higher participation level. Those who were not
fishermen participated in the activity more than those who were fishermen. Access to related
information, expectations of benefits to society, and support from the government sector had a
positive relationship with their participation in water animal resources conservation. In contrast,
knowledge and understanding of water animal resources conservation had a negative relationship
with their participation in the activity.

4. From the open-ended questions about the problems and suggestions on water animal
resources conservation, some important problems were lack of budget and equipment, and lack of
volunteers. What most of them suggested was that the government should give financial support to
the volunteers.

From the findings, the researcher made the following recommendations: 1) Information on
water animal resources conservation should be spread to the general public. 2) The government
sector should give financial support to the volunteers. And 3) people should be made to have a good
attitude toward the participation. They should be educated to see the beneﬁté and values of

participation of the society, especially those with low education and fishermen.





