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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to examine the eco-tourism
development potential of local government organization , and 2) to identify the factors
affecting their potential. The data were collected from 183 administrators and staff
members of local government organization in Ya-ring District, Pattani Province. The
research tool was a questionnaire. Frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation

and Chi-Square were used to analyze the data.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. The overall eco-tourism development potential of the local government
organization in the study was low. The highest mean belonged to budget, followed by
actual operation and evaluation (both had an equal mean) and cooperation,
respectively. |

2. The factors significantly related to the eco-tourism development
pbtential at the 0.05 level were access to related information, support from the public
organizations, readiness of infra-structure, readiness of the budge, and readiness of
materials and equipment.

On the contrary, knowledge and understanding of eco-tourism was
found to have no relationship with their development potential.

3. Recommendations

1) The local government organization should set a plan for eco-tourism
development in their own areas and nearby subdistricts.

2) Related agencies, such as the Provincial Tourism Office should
continuously provide the personnel of local government organization with knowledge
and budget. For example, a training course on eco-tourism should be held for them.
The should set a tourism development plan with local government to survey the real

potential of each area in order to bring about the best planning and the most efficient

management.





