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Three objectives of studying "Estéblishment of Community Colleges in Thailand”
were (1) to study the developrhent of Community Colleges in Thailand (2) to study the
existing conditions of the Community College administration, and (3) to study problems
and threats throughout its process on establishment in Thailand

The study had been conducted through (1) reading on related documents, (2)
observed and participated on the Community Colleges’ meetings and seminars, (3) two-
week study toUr on Community Colleges in lowa and lllinois states of America, (4)
experience on being trustee board and director of the Narathiwat Community College in
Thailand since the year 2003.

The findings were: A

1) Concept on establishing community colleges in Thailand had been
occasionally proposed, particularly when the government prepared to extend the
compulsory education level. This concept in Thailand started since 1970, but it was
firstly established under the Prince of Songkhla University in 1977, subsequently in
special purpose colleges in 1984 and 1993, and recently established by the Ministry of
Education in 2001.Most of the reason were to serve the people who had been left
behind.

2) The latest project on establishing community colleges has been expanded
to 19 colleges spreading throughout Thailand. They were settled up mostly in on-border

provinces and in the provirfees which have no higher education institutions exist. More
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than 14,000 students have aiready been graduated with associate degrees. The
colleges were managed with appropriated budget and share resources with other
organizations in communities.

3) Administrative structure of community college system consists of two main
parts: the center part comprises of community college steering committee and director
of bureau of community college administrative office, while the second comprises of
board of trustees, academic board, and director of community college.

Majority of participants question the continuity of the project. However, they
seem uncertain about the political policy which was frequently changed. The latest
project can be endured by truly community participation.

The Recommendation of this study focuses on the processes and the
mechanism which would make the colleges which recognized by the community. They
are

1) Sufficient economy for Community College must be concerned with optimal
usage of resources, which figures horizontal mechanism and key success factors in
communities.” This management can be entitled "Co-Location” and create sence of
belonging to the community while the administrative structure support their needs.

2) Community Colleges must be a part of community and serves community
with appropriate resources. Alumni of the college must be satisfied in order to support
the college and retum colleges to gain more skill development. The concept of
Community College must keep on its missions and its strengths will ensure their

successfulness.





