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Evaluation of the Dhrama Study Course for Secondary School Students: A Case
Study of Wat Ratchaborphit School, Bangkok

The purpose of the study was twofold: 1) to evaluate the knowledge and
understanding of Buddhism of the students in the Dhrama study project of Wat
Ratchaborphit School, and 2) to find out their application of the knowledge to the daily life.

" A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 300 secondary school students
at Wat Ratchaborphit School in Bangkok. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation were employed to analyze the data.

The finding revealed that the students in the Dhrama study course strongly agreed
to all the three dimensions of Dhrama study: i,e., inputs, process and product.

Inputs. Overall, the students strongly agreed with the inputs. When the individual
items were considered separately, they strongly agreed with the knowledge from the
course. They moderately agreed with following the Buddhist teaching, Most of them strongly
agreed with the opinions on Buddhism

Process. The results revealed that teacher, classroom building and audio-visual aids
were all found to be moderately suitable. The monk teacher was very qualified, while the
classroom building and audio-visual aids were moderately suitable.

Products. As for what the \students received upon completion of the course, it was
found that 60 percent could pass the standardized test of the knowledge of Dhrama for
Dhrama |, 70 percent could pass the standardized test for Dhrama 1l, and 65 percent could
pass the standardized test for Dhrama lil. When Dhrama | and 1l were considered, the
history of Lord Buddha was the subject that received the highest mean; on the other hand,
the Dhrama-assay argumentative composition had the fowest mean. As for Dhrama 1lI, the
argumentative composition had the highest mean, and the Dhrama - subject had the lowest
mean. With regard to the application of knowledge to the daily life, the students said that

they received a great. benefit from the course,

Recommendations

1. A budget should be allocated to improve the classroom building and audio-
visual aids to accommodate the Dhrama study project.

2. There should be a variety of instructional methods to interest the students more.

3. The monks who teach in the project should undergo training on psychology and
teaching methods to make their teaching more effective.

4, Emphasis should be on application of Dhrama knowledge to the daily life.





