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The purpose of the study was twofold :

1. to find out the attitude of Buddhist monks and novices in Dusit
Distric, Bangkok, toward the study of Bali;

2. to identify the factors influencing their attitude toward the study of Bali.

The population was 171 Buddhist monks and novices who studied Bali in
Dusit Distric, Bangkok. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data. Descriptive
statistics i.e., t-test, F-test and Pearson’s Correlation, were used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows:

' 1. About half of the monks were 20 - 30 years old and were in monkhood
for 5- 10 years. The majority completed the third — level Dharma program and Primary
graduate of Theology. One - third earned at least an Associate degree (It was a worldly
degree). Most of them used to fail the Bali exam and most were in the learning center at
Wat Benjamaborpit.

2. The Buddhist monks and novices in the study had rather highly
positive attitude toward the study of Bali. In fact , Most had a rather highly positive
attitude toward using Bali for preaching and teaching, followed by realizing its
usefulness. However, they had only a moderately positive attitude toward the knowledge

of Bali.
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3. When the hypotheses were tested, the factors significantly relate to their

attitude toward the study of Bali were ordination status, age, number of years in

monkhood, way religious student education, way graduation in Buddhist theology

education, experience in taking Bali examination, and expectation from studying Bali

and learning center. In contrast, worldly degree, awareness of teaching and learning
problems were found to have no relationship with their attitude toward the study of Bali.

Recommendations
Curriculum and management

1. Maekong Bali Sanam-Luang , whicih was responsible of all monks’
study of Bali should revise the curriculum of the Tripitaka, Bali section to keep up with
the changing society.

2. The administrators of all learning centers should provide a good
place and teachers to accommodate learners

3. Monks should give importance to supporting the study of Bali both in
and outside Thailand. This will partly contribute to sustaining Buddhism.

Policy

1. The government should support monks' education. The National
Buddhism Office should play an important role in supporting monks to have high
education. For example, there should be a policy and a plan to improve the Bali
curriculum. The government should also allocate enough budget, including scholarship
and welfare, to monks and novices.

2. The National Buddhism Office should increase monthly salaries to
monks and novices who completed High-grade graduate of Theclogy or seventh-grade
graduate of Theology up.

3. The Ministry of Education should accredit the status of monks and
novice who completed the Tripitaka, the Bali section. These monks and novices should
be given an opportunity to transfer the credits from the study of Bali to further their

studies for a higher worldly degree.





