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The three objectives of the study were as follows :

1. to examine the role in forest conservation of sub-district heads and village
heads in Mae Suai District, Chiang Rai Province;

2. to identify the relationship between personal and social characteristics and
forest conservation ;

3. to investigate the problems affecting their roles in forest conservations and
how they have solved those problems.

A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 128 sub-district heads and
village heads in Mae Suai District, Chiang Rai Province. The statistics for data analysis
were percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test and F-test (One-Way ANOVA)

The findings were summed up below.

The male respondents out numbered the female ones. Most of them were 41-
50 years of age. They were married and lived with their spouses. Their education was
not beyond primary education. They were engaged in agriculture. The average monthly
income was not more than 5,000 baht. They lived in Mae Suai District for more than
25 vyears. The term for the position of sub-district head or village head was five
years, and they were in the current position for 1-5 years. They experienced
prevention and suppression of deforestation 1-5 times. They received cooperation
from villagers at a high level. Most of the villagers had a forest area for common

use of not more than 100 rai. Nearly all the villagers had a forest conservation
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project, e.g., the project of reforestation to honor the king, the water conservation
reforestation project, the community reforestation project, the annual forest ordination
project, the forest proteétion volunteer -project, the small - dyke-building project, and
the royal initiative “Small House in Large Forest” project.

Most of the respondents were found to have a good knowledge and
Understanding of their roles, authority and responsibilities. They also had a good
knowledge and understanding of forest resource conservation.

Roles of sub-district heads and village heads in forest conservation. Overall,
they played their role in forest conservation at a high level. When the individual
dimensions were considered , the role in reforestation, maintenance and use of
forest resources were found to be at a high level (this role had the highest mean
score) , followed by the role in promotion of forest resource conservation and in
information dissemination at a.high level. On the other hand, the role in forest
research and training support and that in prevention and control of forest resources
were found to be at a moderate level.

Relationship of the personal and social characteristics and the role in forest
resource conservation The variables that affected the roles of sub-district heads and
village heads were income, work experience in prevention and suppression of
deforestation, being trained on forest resource conservation, and -cooperation from
villagers, respectively.

Problems of forest resource conservation. The respondents found that the
problems were moderately serious. The highest mean score belonged to lack of
serious and continuous implementation of the government policy and non-
transparency of government officers’ practice which might facilitate wrong-doings or
illegal actions. This was followed by lack of budget and equipment and training
support from the government sector, related agencies, and local administrative
organizations. The lowest mean score belonged to the fact that sub-district heads
and village heads still lacked efficiency and did not give importance to their role in

forest resource conservation.
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Recommendations

1.The government ghould set of clear policy on solving the forest resource
problem. This problem should be a national agenda so that all sectors will cooperate
closely, seriously and continuously to solve it.

2.The Local Administrative Depariment under the Interior Ministry must order
sub-district heads and village heads to tackle the deforestation problem seriously. The
competence should be increased through fraining them so that they will have a
better knowledge and understanding of their roles, authority and responsibilities as
well as of how to conserve forest resources in order for them to work efficiently.

3. Sub-district heads and village heads must act as leaders to seek
participation from all parties in the local area. Especially, local people should be
made to love and nourish forest resources. If local people and other sectors give
good cooperation in deforestation prevention and in forest resource conservation,
forest resources will be sustainable.

4. Further research should study the role and participation of other sectors or
organizations in the area, such as the organization under the Natural Resource and
Environment Ministry, the local administrative organization. Also, the people’s roles
and participation should be studied, including their problem and obstacles. The’

results can be used as a guideline to improve forest resource conservation.





