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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to (1) study the use of information by Buddhist
monks, (2) study problems of information use by Buddhist monks, (3) compare the use of
information by Buddhist monks in the upper north-east classified by personal factors, (4)
compare problems of information use by Buddhist monks at undergraduate level in Buddhist
universities in the upper north-east classified by personal factors.

The sample selected by stratified sampling by universities and year of study, consisted of
264 Buddhist monks, who studies at the undergraduate level in two Buddhist universities in the
upper north-east which comprised of 64 Buddhist monks from Mahamakut Buddhist University
and 200 Buddhist monks from Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University. The research tool
was a questionnaire and statistics used were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and one-way ANOVA.

The results were as follows: (1) overall use and each particular aspect of information use

of information resources and of information sources by Buddhist monks were at a moderate
level. Information resources that used least were teaching kits and information sources that used
least was in public library (2) Buddhist monks had problems, overall and in each aspect, in using
information resources and information sources at a moderate level. The problems of using
information resources and information sources by Buddhist monks at the high level were the
small number of academic journals in specific area did not meet the users need, and the out of
date audio-visual materials, the information sources that had insufficient seats which did not
meet the users need and inconvenient to use information sources out of the campus. (3) Buddhist
monks with different age, monkhood year, universities, department, and having the ways_to
access information differently had no difference in information use. The Buddhist monks
however with different year of study, and different frequency of library use used information
differently. (4) Buddhist monks classified by age, monkhood year, and the ways to access
information had no problems in information use. But Buddhist monks in different universities,
year of study, department, and different frequency of library use had different problems in
information use with significantly different at .05 level.
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