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The study was conducted for three objectives : 1) to examine the level of
awareness of the forest fire problem of the people in the area, 2) to find out the
relationship between their background variables and their awareness of the forest fire
problem, and 3) to identify their problems and suggestions on how to solve the problem.
The data were collected from 200 people in 5 tribes by using a questionnaire. These five
tribes were city people (lowland people), the Karen, Lahu, A-ka and Mian hilltribes.

Forty people from each tribe were included in the study.

The findings were summarized below.

About half of the sample were female. About 47 percent were below 30 years of
age. About 63.5 percent were married and lived with their spouses. About 26 percent
were below Grade 4. About 44.5 percent were farmers (rice-growing, plantation and
fruit growing) and about 42 percent had a monthly income of lower than 2,000 bath.
More than half lived in the area for more than 20 years. The majority had never
undergone training on extinguishing and preventing forest fires.

As a whole, the respondents received news and information about how to
extinguishing and preventing forest fires at a modulate level. The most important source

of information was television.
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Overall, the people were found to aware the importanée of the forest fire problem

at a high level. When individual aspects were considered separately, the results could
“pe summed up as follows.

Their knowledge and understanding of the forest fire problem was moderate.
They awares most that forest fires directly had adverse impact on the natural beauty of
forests.

They aware the importance of solving and preventing the forest fire problem at a
high level. They considered it the responsibility of all community people to cooperate in
solving the problem conﬁnuously, as forest fires affected children and youths, or the
next generation, most.

Also, they aware the importance of participating in extinguishing and preventing
forest fires at a high level. They stated that when one happened to see a small forest fire,
he/she should put out fire immediately so that it wouldn't spread out and cause serious

damages.

Hypothesis — testing

The background variables found to be significantly related to the people’s
awareness of the importance of the forest fire problem were marital status, education ,
occupation, tribe, access to news and information related to extinguishing and
preventing fbrest fires, respectively. On the other hand, sex, age , income, number of
residential years in the area, and experience in undertaking training on extinguishing
and preventing forest fires were found to have no relationship with their awareness of the

importance of the forest fire problem.

Recommendations

1. The agency concerned should give importance to lunching campaigns to
publicize through different types of media how to extinguish and put out forest fires.
Local people and youths should be continuously educated and should be trained to do

so and to better aware the importance of this problem. The target groups for training
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were the Lahu hilltribe, the divorced/separated people, farmers, and those with low
education.

2. All people in the local area, no matter what sex, age, ethoric group and
occupation, should be continuously encouraged to participate in preventing and solving
forest fires.

) 3. More educational opportunities shouid be extended to local people.

4. Financial support, devices for preventing and putting out forest fires,
including related news and technical information should be provided to communities
that have such practice.

5. The community network for preventing and putting out forest fires in the area
and between the areas should be expanded to link them systematically.

6. Local people should be provided to occupational promotion in order for them
to generate income to compensate for encroaching forests and doing slash-and-burn

cultivation.





