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The purpose of study was threefold: 1) to study the role of monks in community
development , 2) to identify the factors influencing the monks ' role, and 3) to study problems and
recommendations concerning monks 'community development. Samples used in the study were
94 from 120 monks in Amphoe Muang, Yala province. A questionnaire was employed to collect
the data. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the data ,
t-test and F-test to test the hypothesis at the 0.05 significant level

The Finding were summarized -as follows:

1. Most of the monks in the study had no position or rank and were 41 -50 years of age.
More than one — third had been in monkhood for more than 10 years. About a half of them
graduating in Buddhist teaching level three. More than a half of temples were located in
municipality area. Most of the monks perceived development message at moderate level.

2. The monks were found to pl’ay a moderate role in community development. when the
individual dimensions were considered separately, all dimensions were found to play the role at
moderate level i.e., 1:the role in providing social welfare , 2. the role in spreading Buddhism and
3.the role in educational support

3. The factors found to be significantly related to community development of the Monks
' role were monks' position , years of monkhood, Buddhist teaching level and development

message perceived. Others factors found not to be significant.

Among problems found are lacking of monks and unconvenient to take action roles in
unrest communities.

Important recommendations emerged , among others , are the monks should play
spiritual role for people in unrest communities and act as a center or coordinator in community

development.





