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This study has 4 objectives 1) to examine the level of alcohol drinking behavior of
children and youth in the Observation and Protection Center of Suphanburi: 2) to explore the
nature of misconduct among these children and youth: 3)to examine the level of association
between personal factors with alcohol drinking behavior and misconduct of these children and
youth; and 4) to examine the association between alcohol drinking behavior with their
misconduct.

Population in this study are 80 children and youth in the Observation and Protection
Center of Suphanburi, using questionnaire as a study tool. Data analyses were presented in
percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient, Spearman’s Rho
Correlation Coefficient, and Point Biserial Correlation Coefficient. The results are as follows.

Personal background: Result suggests that the majority aged 17 years, completed primary
school, co-resided with parents, with fémily income less than 10.000 baht.

Family background: Their exposure to alcohol drinking of family members are at
moderate level, and family relationship is at good level.

Social background: They are at low level of peer influence, moderate level of media
influence, and moderate level of community environment influence.

With respect to alcohol drinking, these children and youth drink beer and liqueur at most,
with low frequency. They mostly drink with friends, 2 drinks each time. Persuading by friends

is the reason for drinking alcohol.
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Regarding the nature of their misconduct, it is largely their first time, with the ground of
drugs. Their misbehavior occured during the moming and day time, and generally without
drinking alcohol.

Every variable in the personal background, family background, and social background
are at low level of association with drinking behavior except for the influences of peer and
community environment that were moderately associated with drinking behavior in aspects of the
number of beverage types, and drinking frequency.

Personal factors including personal background, family background, and social
background were associated at low level with the misconduct, except only for the community
environment in social backgrounfl that showed no association.

The result revealed low level of association between the number of beverage types and
dinking frequency, with their misconduct.

Recommendations

1. Family should embed proper value among children and youth particularly in terms of
moral and ethics. If children and youth are initiated with deviated behaviors such as in
associating with friends, they should be immediately and reasonably admonished. . Family should
spend time with them in leisure activities, and should also promote their Veducation.

2. The organization should objectively emphasize on the treatment, correction, and
rehabilitation directly responding to their problems, together with enhancing various skills such as
refusing, deciding, and problem solving skills, as well as encouraging them to recognize self-
value, including the practice of dharmma for spiritual refinement.

3. The government should restrict alcohol related disseminating media by identifying
proper disseminating time and measures to seriously punishing those selling alcohol to children

and youth less than 18 years of age, particularly in the community.





