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The three objectives of the study were (1) to examine the level of participation in
preventing and solving the drug problem by beople in the Wat Phrayakrai Community
Phase 3; (2) to identify the factors related to their participation in this matter; and
(3) to recommend some way to prevent and solve the drug problem

The framework of the study included the independent variables, ie., gender, age,
education, occupation, adequacy of income, number of residential years inthe community,
social position, access to related information, acknowledgement and realization of the
importance of the drug problems, and community leadership. The dependent variable was
participation in preventing and solving the drug problem, which was composed of four
dimensions : participation in expressing opinions and making decisions, in defining the
problem and planning to solve it, in implementation, and in following-up and evaluation
of the implementation

The data were collected from 150 people living inthe Wat Phrayakrai Community
Phase 3 who were selected by accidental sample. A questionnaire was employed as the
instrument. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were used to describe the
data, and t-test and F-test to test the hypotheses.

Overall, it was found that the people participated in preventing and solving the
drug problem at a moderate level (X =2.11 out of 4). Next, the people acknowledged and
realized the importance of the drug problem at a high level (X = 3.06). However,
community leadership was found to be moderate (X =2.22).

When the hypotheses were tested, the factors found to be significantly related to

the people’s participation at the 0.05 level were education, social position,
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acknowledgement of the drug problem and community leadership. In contrast, gender, age,
adequacy of income, number of residential years in the community, access to related
information, and realization of the importance of the problem were. all found to have no
significant relationship with the people’s participation in preventing and solving the drug
problem at the 0.05 level

Based on the findings, the following were recommended.

1) The people, the community leader and government officials should realize the
importance of the people’s participation in preventing and solving the drug problem. When
one party took action, the other party should be informed of the implementation outcome
and there should be coordinating in holding different activities, such as building a
community playground against drugs to create unity in the community.

2) Training should be continually held for the people to have a correct
understanding of the drug problem and the treatment process so that those who attended
the training course could give correct advice to others. Also, the people’s knowledge
should be evaluated.

3) All the community people should be given an opportunity to participate in meetings
to define the problems, plan the solutions and draw conclusions.

4) A reward should be given to those who have made contributions to prevention
and solution of the drug problem. They should also publicly praised.

5) The people should be given an opportunity to inform the police secretly, speedily
and conveniently of the drug tread. This can be done thorough hot lines, the internet,

anonymous papers, for example.





