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The objectives of this survey research are to study about spending behaviors,
debt, attitude toward indebtedness and factors influencing the amount of debt of teachers
who work under Office of the Basic Education Commission (OBEC), Ministry of
Education. There are 224 teachers including in the sample.

For spending behaviors of the teachers, finding shows the 83% are in the middle,
15% are economical and 1.7% are extravagént. No variable is found to be related to the
spending behavior of the teachers. Nevertheless, 63% of the teachers had bad attitude
toward indebtedness. There were only two variables that are significantly, at 5% level,
related to such attitude, namely region of working and total family cost of living.

| At present, 77% of teachers are indebted; these teachers owed the first loan at age
younger than 30 years, 89% owed after working as teachers in OBEC. The average
amount of debt for the first loan is 160,970.12 bath. Average credit line for current loan
is 920,538.96 bath and average current debt for each teacher and his/her spouse are
respectively 799,844.44 bath and 604,775.28 bath.

There were 35% of the teachers indicated that loan were needed, 48% used those

money to recover costs in everyday life, 46% purchased land and/or houses and 33%

purchased vehicles. In the future, 28% of teachers will certainly loan money, 22%
definitely not and 50% are uncertainty.
It was also found that the amount of debt of teachers are related, in descending

order, io the amount of debt of spouse, number of times being indebted, salary, teacher’s

position, indebtedness of spouse, level of need for money, total family income and age of
teachers.

Some suggestions from the finding are as follow. To cope an indebtedness
problem of the teachers, we s-hould focus on behavior of money—-spending and attitude
toward indebtedﬁess of the teacher and it should be started since being students in
school.

Discipline and good habits in money-spending and saving should be taught and
trained to student in school. Sufficient Economic Philosophy of the King should be

brought into classes and ways of life.





