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This study has 2 objectives: 1) to examine the extent of sexual behavior of
undergraduate students in private higher education institutions in Samutprakarn: 2) to
investigate factors that affect premarital sex engagement among these students.

Population in this study include 150 undergraduate students in 3 private higher
education institutions in Samutprakarn, who were selected by accidental sampling method,
The data were collected by using questionnaires, and analyzed in frequenéy distribution,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s Correlation Coefficient, Spearman’s Rho
Correlation Coefficient, and Point Biserial Correlation Coefficient, and Multiple Regression
Analysis.

Results revealed that the subject are dominantly female, aged less than 20 years, are
currently the fourth year students. They are domiciled in Samutprakarn and other provinces, co-
reside with parents, and have co-living parents. Approximately two-thirds curreritly have lovers.

The samples have good relationship with parents, and they are properly brought up in
democratic manner.

The samples have good level of attitude about sexual behavior.

The sample are at moderate level of exposure to media with sexual related contents from
various mass media such as newspaper, journal/magazine, radio and internet. They are exposed
at low level to specific media which include pornographic book/DVD, and are associated at

moderate level with friends who engage proper sexual behavior.
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In overall, the samples rather have frequent premarital sex: relatively frequent in
behavior level 1, and seldom in behavior level 2 and 3.

Factors ,associatfng with premarital sex engagement are gender, domicile, living
arrangement, parents-children relatioﬂship, raising manner, attitude about sexual behavior, media
exposure, specific media exposure, and characteristics of contacted friends. Whereas age, current
year of study, parents’ marital status, current status of having lover, and relationship between
parents, had no association with having premarital sex.

Factors with ability to describe variation of premarital sex engagement involve attitude
about sexual behavior, specific media, characteristics of contacted friends, and living
arrangement, whereby co-explain 37.7 per cent of variation in having premarital sex.

Recommendations

1. Concerned organizations should arrange activities to establish good family
relationship between parents and children, optimistic understanding, as well as activities that
promote mutual decision making, etc.

2. Concerned organizations should campaign for proper child raising practice to base
families in child development accordingly.

3. Concerned organizations should place importance on advocating attitude about proper
sexual behavior, including the support of good behaved youth as role model for general young
people.

4. Concerned organizations should develop contents and produce programs that introduce
a wide variety of sexual issues with accurate and factual substances for proper practice of sexual
behavior.

5. Concemned organizations should specify policies that guide the contact with good

friends among young people, and encourage group gathering for social and self contribution.





