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The study was conducted with three objectives : (1) to find out the level of community
committees’ participation in keeping a close watchout for the narcotics problem in the communities;
(2) to reveal the factors related to their participation in such an activity; and (3) to identify their
problems and obstacles and to seek their suggestions on how to encourage community committees to
participate in the activity.

Simple random sampling without replacemeﬁt was used to select two-thirds of the total of 26
communities in Tha Raeng subdistrict, Bang Khaen district, Bangkok. The communities in the study
were 16. Then 112 community committee membérs were purposively selected from all the 16
communities. A questionnaire was employed to collect the data. The statistics for data analysis were
frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t-test, and F-test.

The findings were summarized below. V

More than half of the community committee members were males, aged 61 years up. The
average age was 53.36. They earned a Bachelor’s degree or higher. They were government officers
and eamned a monthly income of at least 15,001 baht. The average monthiy income was 12,408.29
baht. Most lived in the community for 11-20 years. The average number of residential years was
21.63.

Most of the community committec members contacted officers once or twice. They
received related news and information about narcotics from television most and they realized the

importance of the narcotics problem at a high level (X =4.43 out of 5).
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The community committce members participated in keeping a close wathchout for the
narcotics problems at a moderate level ( X =3.03 out of 5). In fact, they participated in all the aspects
moderately. They participated most in planning and decision-making (X = 3.22), implementation
(Y =2.97), and evaluation (_X— =2 96).

The factors significantly related to their participation in keeping a close wathcout for the
narcotics problem in the community at the 0.05 level were income, frequency in contact with the

authorities, and access to related information. That is, those with a low income participated more in

this activity than those with a high income. Also, those who contacted the authorities more often
participated in the activity more than those who contacted them less often. Lastly, those who
received more information participated in the activity at a higher level than their counterparts. In
contrast, the factors that had no relationship with their participation in keeping a close watchout for
the narcotics problem in the community were sex, age, education, occupation, number of residential-

years in the community, and realization of the importance of the narcotics problem.

Recommendations

1. The government and the agencies concerned should provide more opportunities for
community committee members to participate in keeping a close watchout for the narcotics problem
in the community, especially in the evaluation process.

2. The real name and last name of the informant should be kept confidential. Code should
be used instead for their safety.

3. Govemment officers concerned should seriously and continuously carry out their duty in
narcotics prevention and suppression.

4. Community people should be encouraged to participate in keeping a close watchout for
the narcotics problem in the community so that they can be a driving force to get rid of the problem
efficiently.

5. The police should patrol the community regularly to detect the signal of the expansion of

the narcotics problem in the community and to keep peace in the community.





