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The three objectives of the study were 1) to investigate the driving behavior of
school bus drivers inthe school bus project and that of school bus drivers that did not
join the project; 2) to find out the difference in school bus condition between school
buses in the project and those that did not join the project; and 3) to compare the safety
of participant and non — participant school buses.

The data were collected from 100 school students in Than Karayanwaropas — uthit
School in Muang District, Nakorn Srithammarrat Province, who used the service of
school buses that joined the project. Also included in the study were 100 school students
at Tribhumi Wittaya School who used the service of school busses outsi@e the project.
The total sample of 200 school students were selected by accidental sampling. A
questionnaire was employed to gather the data. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard
deviation were used to describe the data, and t—test to test the hypotheses.

Half of the students were studying at Than Karayanwaropas — uthit School and the
other half were studying at Tribhumi Wittaya School. About 47.0% were 13 years old or
more. About 55.5% were female students and the other 44.5% were male ones. About
47.5% were in Grades 4-6, about 86.0% use school‘ buses to least 15 times a month.

About 96.5% used the service of two-row taxi pick-ups and 3.5% used the service of
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taxi vans. About 39.5% lived 11 kilometers far from their schools. About 66.5% paid at
least 14 baht a trip.

Behavior of school bus drivers. All the three dimensions of their behavior was
found to be moderately satisfying. The behavior of school bus drivers in the project was
better than that of school bus drivers who did not join the project.

When the hypotheses were tested, it was found that school bus drivers in the
project had bette::_"behavior than those who didn’t at the 0.05 level. Especially, they spoke
more politely. They ;)ulled, out “smoothly and pulled up smoothly too. They did not
smoke. They did not use a mobile phone while driving. And they took care of students
well when getting on and getting out of the bus.

School bus condition. The condition of school buses in the project was better than
that of school bus outside the project. The buses had a sign to show that they are school
buses. They were equipped with a fire extinguisher. The school buses in the project were
also better in terms of seats, fumes, window glass, doors, stairs, and passenger room.

Safety. The school buses in the project were safer than their counterparts. The bus
drivers followed the traffic signs. They kept an appropriate distance from the car in the
front. They honked for the front car to speed up. The bus tires were always checked,
including the brake and gasoline. The bus drivers always wore a safety belt and keep
left alt the time.

Recommendations.

1. The Land Transport Department should provide more training for school bus
drivers to increase their skills and to review their knowledge and understanding of traffic
regulations for the safety of school students.

2. School bus drivers should be disciplined about how to drive with carefulness
and without breaking traffic regulations in order to reduce road accidents.

3. The Land Transport Department should strictly enforce the law to deal with
those who used their vehicles as school buses without permission,

4. All school buses should be required to be equipped with a fire extinguisher.

5. School bus drivers should have the bus checked: The buses should be made

ready for all the time.





