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The four objective of the study were (1) to measure the attitude of local people toward
the growth to a tourist town ; (2) to identify the relationship between the background variables
and their attitude toward this matter ; (3) to find out the relationship between participation in
tourism business and the local people’s attitude toward the matter; and (4) to recommend some
ways to develop tourism by focusing on local people’s participation in tourist business.
A questionnaire was used to collect the data from 390 people in Pai District, Mae Hong Son
Province. The statistics for data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test and F-test.

It was found that most of the samples were men aged more than 36, and had a lower
education than high school. The majority were school students/university students. Most of them
were Buddhists and had an income of below 10,000 baht a month. Their hometown were in
subdistricts of Pai District, Mae Hong Son Province. They lived in the area for 12-24 years. The
sample group was found to have a moderately positive attitude toward the growth of Pai District
as a tourist town. The highest mean belonged to the economic aspect, followed by the social
aspect and the environmental aspect, respectively.

As a whole, the samples participated in tourist business at a moderate level. They
participated most in implementation, followed by environmental benefits from tourism and in
decision-making.

Where the relationship between the personal characteristic of the samples and their attitude
: towérci the growth of Pai District into a tourist town was studied, the factors significant affective

their attitude were age, education, occupation, and income. On the other hand, it was found that

thé level of participation in tourist business had no relationship with their attitude.

” Recommendations

1. The government agency related to tourism promotion should educate local people
about sustainable tourism.

2. Lecal government agencies should encourage local people to hold meeting or to find a
place where people can exchange their ideas and give suggestions on solution of the problems
resulting from tourism.

3. There should be a project that urges local people to participate in looking after natural
resources and the environment of the local area, because they are important factors of tourism.

4, . Activities should be held to promote tourism suitable for the local area and traditional
custom and culture should receive more promotion.

5. The infrastructure problem should be solved, especially electricity, tap water, ect. so

that there will be adequate standard infrastructure to promote local tourism.





