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The purpose of the study was twofold: (1) to investigate the determined roles of Islamic
leaders (Imams) in Muslim community development administration; and (2) to identify the elements
related to their role.

The methodology was divided into six parts: research, design, operational definitions of the
terms, key informants, in-depth interview guide, data collection, and statistics for data analysis. The
determined role of Islamic leaders (Imams) in Muslim community development administration
included in following: (1) administration, (2) religion, (3) education, (4) society, (5) occupation, (6)
public health, and (7) environment. And the key informants were eight legally appointed Islamic
leaders (Imams) from eight mosques in Muang Pattaya.

It was found that the roles played most often by Islamic leaders were (1) administration of
teaching how to read Quran correctly and of establishing a groups to persuade people to do prayer at
the mosque; (2) religious activities, i.e. mass prayer 5 Times a day and Taraweah Prayer (special
ni;ght' prayer in the month of Ramadan) and providing food for break in the fast ; (3) educational
activities, i.e., encouraging community people to receive both religious and formal education,
promoting establishment of the leaming center in the community, and coordinating with government
agencies in providing education for community people.

The roles that they played the least were : (1) occupation activities, i.e., preparing a board for

announcing vacant positions in the community ; (2) public health, i.e., participate in giving advice to

people so that they would have correct behavior of looking after themselves; (3) environment, i.c.,
being a core leader in rehabilitating the community environment.

The factors related to their roles, which could lead to the community success in the future
were cooperation from the Nong Prue Municipality and Muang Pattaya, administration and
management, morality, sacrifice, honesty, sincerity, education, unity, cooperation, support budget,

and qualified personnel.





