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Quality of Life of Salt Farmers : A Case Study of Tambon Bang Thorad, Muang
District, Samutsakorn Province. The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to examine
the quality of life of salt farmers, and 2) to indicate the factors affecting their quality of
life. '
. A questionnaire was used as the research tool to collect the data from 381 salt
farmers in Moo1-Moo10 in Tambon Bangthorad who were selected by purposively
sampling. The statistics for data analysis were percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test and F-test.

The results were summarized as follows :

1. Demographic characteristics. Most of the salt farmers in the study were
male and were more than 45 years old. They completed compulsory education
(Grades 1-6). They were married and lived with their spouses. The family members
were 1-5. Most had a nucleus family. The average income was 5,000-10,000 baht a
month. Their expense was more or less the same as their income. They were land
tenants (or were employed in the farming sector).

2. The salt farmers participated in community / village activities at a moderate
fevel.

3. The sait farmers>received high recognition in their community / village.

4, Ovérall, their quality of life was found to be moderate. The two dimensions
”of quality of life that were found to be at a high level were social life in the community
rand family life. The dimensions that were moderate quality were education, working
life, environmental safety, physical health and mental health, and economic security.

5. The factors significantly contributed to their quality of life were education,
marital status, family type, income, economic status, participation in the community,
and recognition-by the community. In contrast the factors that had no impact on their

quality of life were gender, age, number of family members, and landholding status.

Recommendations

1. The cooperation of the salt farmers group lacks a policy and efficient
management, so their group is not strong enough to make a bargain with middlemen in
fixing the price. For this reason, the council of the Chamber of Commerce of Samutsakhorn
Province should get involved in the management of the cooperative and give importance to
salt farmers occupation, since it is the primary occupation of farmers in the province.

2. Regarding the economic security pf salt farmers, the government should
give assistance to them in up keeping of the salt price and in salt mortgage so that

salt farmers can have a better quality of life and better economic security.





