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Thethree objectives of the study were : 1) to investigate the level of participation
of village public health vblunteers in tuberculosis control and prevention ; 2) to identify
the factors affecting their participation in this activity ; and 3) to point out their problems
and to seek their suggestions on tuberculosis control and prevention. The sample
consisted of 80 village public heaith volunteers in Muang District, Yala Province. A
questionnaire was used as the instrument. The data were processed by SPSS Window

Program. Frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation were employed to

describe the data and t-test and F-test to test the hypotheses.

The ﬁndiﬁgs were briefly stated below.

Personal characteristics of the sample. Most of the samples were women and
the average age was 41.98. They completed high school and were married. Most of
them were wage-earners and earned an average income of 5,790 baht a month. They
had been village public health volunteers for averagely 11 years.

Support factors. Most of the volunteers used to attend a training course and
listen to information about tuberculosis control and prevention. Nearly all of them
received news and information about tuberculosis control form public health officers.

The majority, or 40.0 percent, had-a good-knowledge and understanding about

tuberculosis, followed by those who had a moderate knowledge and understanding
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about it (32.5%),and- those who had a poor knowledge and understanding about it
(27.5%), respectively.

Degree of participation in tuberculosis control and prevention. The village public
health volunteers were found to participate in tuberculosis control and prevention at a
moderate level ()_c = 2.79 out of 4}. All the aspects were also found to be moderate. The
highest mean scare belonged to planning (;= 2.89), followed by implementation (;z
2.85),7 decision — making ()_c = 2.71), and evaluation (; = 2.71), respectively.

Factors influencing their participation. Two factors found to significantly
influence their participation in tuberculosis control and prevention were access to
related information and knowledge and understanding of tuberculosis. On the contrary,
gender, age, education, main occupation, average monthly income, and number of
working years as a village public health volunteer had no influence on their participation
in tuberculosis control and prevention.

Recommendations. Tuberculosis is a disease that can be cured if the patient is
taken care of well.The patient must take medicine correctly and regularly, What village
public health volunteers have to do is to follow up and evaluate individual patients more
frequently. It is recommended that they should attend a training course to upgrade
their knowledge about tuberculoses at least once a year so that they can work more

efficiently.





