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The purpose of the study was twofold : 1) to examine the behavior of anti-biotic
drugv-uée of old people in Yala Municipality, vand 2) to find out the relationship between
their anti-biotic Lirug use and the background variables, i.e., gender, age, marital status,
education, primary occupation, income, convenient place to buy anti-biotic drugs,
access to information on anti-biotic drug uses, and level of knowledge about anti-biotic -
drugs. The data were collected from 310 people by using a questionnaire. SPSS for
Windows were employed to process the data. Frequency, percentage, mean and
standard deviation were employed to describe the data, and the inferential statistics,

i.e., t-test and F-test were used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows :

1. Most of the subjects were female (55.2%) and were 60 — 65 years of age
(59.7%). The majority were married (66.1) and completed primary school (43.9%). They
were small traders (39.4%) and had a monthly income of 5,001-10,000 baht (41.9%).
Most of them had a convenient place to buy drugs, that is, a drugstore manned by a
pharmacist (50.3%).

2. Regarding access to information on anti-biotic drugs, it was found that 60.0
percent of old people in the study access information on such type of drugs ata high
level ()—c—*— 2.71). The channel through which they accessed the information most

frequently was tefevision.
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3. Knowledge and understanding about anti-biotic drugs. It was found that most
of the old people in the study (92.4%) had a good knowledge and understanding about
anti-biotic drug use. The question that most of them (98.1%) answered correctly was :
Anti-biotic drugs must be kept away from sunlight, heat and moisture to retain their
quality. On the contrary, most of them answered incorrectly the question that anti-biotic
drugs can cure all (83.9%) .

4. The overall behavior of anti-biotic drug use of old people was moderate (; =
3.56). The item that had the highest mean was taking fhe number of doses as
instructed on the label (x = 4.41).

o. Whenv the hypotheses were tested, no variables studied were found to have a
significant relationship with the old people's behavior of anti-biotic drug use. These
variables were geﬁder. age, marital status, education, occupation, income, convenient
place to buy drugs, access to related information and knowledge and understanding of
anti-biotic drug use. 7

6. Recommendations

1) A pubilic relations unit should be established to educate community people to
use drugs correctly.

2) Pharmacists should ask the patients’ history before prescribe medicines

3) Quality medicines with only a necessary amount should be provided for
patients.

4) Government health centers should speed up their service to the pubilic.

5) Physicians should diagnose the patients in details before prescribing
medicines for them

6) Pharmacists or those concerned should give advice to old people on how to

use medicines correctly.





