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The three objectives of the study were 1) to examine the level of participation of community
committees in preventing the spreading of narcotics ; (2) to identify the factors related to their
participation in this activity, and 3) to find out their problems in paﬁiéipating in preventing the spread
of narcotics.

The data were collected by distributing questionnaires to 132 community committee
members selected by purposive sampling. Frequency, percentage, mean, t-test and F-test were used
to describe the data and to test the hypotheses.

The findings were summed up as follows:

1. Most of the community committee members were male. Their ages ranged from 46 to
55. Most of them .completed secondary school and were engaged in general employment. Their
average monthly income was 5,001-10,000 baht. They lived in the community from 16-25 years and
served in the community committee for not more than one year.

2. The sample group attended training on narcotics once or twice. The major source of
information was radio and television. They had a good knowledge and understanding about narcotics
(X =091 outof1). -

3. Overall, the sample group moderately participate in preventing the spreading of narcotics

(X = 2.89 out of 5). When the aspects of participation were considered individually, it was found

that the community committee members participated in each aspect at a moderate level.
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They participated most in iden}ifying the problems and setting plans (X = 2.93), followed by

determining activities and implementation (X = 2.88) and controlling and solving the problem of

narcotics (X = 2.85), respectively.

4. The factors significantly related to their participation level at the 0.05 level were
frequency in attending training on narcotics, and source of information on narcotics.

5. On the contrary, the factors found to have no relationship with their participation in
narcotics prevention were gender, age, education, occupation, average monthly income, number of
residential years in the community, number of years in the current position. and knowledge and

understanding about it.

Recommendation

1. Government agencies concerned should provide community committees with training
and hold activities that encourage them to participate more.

2. Govemnment agencies concerned should improve the form and increase the channels of
communication. They should have an opinion box available and allow people to notify them of
narcotics trade or related matters. The organization mainly responsible for narcotics suppression
should be assigned to look after the local area. The information should be kept confidential for the
safety of informants.

3. A news-disseminating tower should be established in all communities and it should be
well maintained so as to be used efficiently.

4. Cooperation with community committees in planning, implementation, and control and

solution of narcotic problems should be promoted.





