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This research aims at studying Buddhist monk’s roles in propagating Dhamma
for peaceful living in the Southern provinces and to study forms of Dhamma propagating
in the area. Data collection is done by personal observation and in-depth interviews of
15 key-informants Buddhist monks who are Dhamma preachers in the 3 Southern
provinces, Yala, Pattni and Narathiwas. Data analysis is done with logical context
description and descriptive statistics.

Results of the study can be summarized as follows:

The key-informants are 61 years old by average, and have been in the
monkhood about 36 years, preaching experiences everagingly about 29 years; most of
them are natives of Narathiwas provinces. They have health problems in high blood
pressure and diabetes. Their preaching can be divided into 2 categories ,i.e., preaching
within a Wat, a form of traditional preaching and preaching outside the Wat - preaching
along topics designated by those inviting to preach; time spent for each preaching is
between 30 minutes to one hour.

There are 4 roles for the Buddhist monk in teaching. people ,i.e., 1) in preaching,
giving knowledge to people about Buddhist principles and having faith in Buddhism, the
monk will teach about Buddhist history, practical Dhamma, Sila and other ought-to-be

behavior including Buddhist rituals; 2) in boosting pecple’s will power, the monk will tatk

casually to lay men who need help by not mentioning unsatisfactory past experiences,
be wise and calm in living, ect. 3} in promoting peaceful living in 3 southern provinces
the monk’s duty is to teach people loving each other, helpful and care for others,
obeying social norms, solving problems with peaceful means; 4) in boosting psychology
of people facing troubles from the present situation, the teaching emphasizes self-reliant
plus some magical acts, e.g., giving sacred water or amulets.

The are 3 main types of Dhamma propagating,i.e., 1) relating facts to preaching,
2) giving example of personality with successful living and 3) comparison for clearer
picture.

Among significant problems found are smaller numbers of people attending Wat

ceremony; people tend to uphold rituals more than Dhamma. These can be improved by

strong support from the government in right direction.





