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The aim of this study was to classify rural village in the Northeast of Thailand
based on natural resource and environmental indicators. Secondary data derived from
the Rural Development Information Center, Community Development Department,
Ministry of the Interior namely Village Based Socio-Economic Data (2007 NRD2C
data) were scrutinized. The statistical technique used to analyze 31, 129 villages was a
Two-steps Cluster Analysis. The findings were as follows.

Water Resources: For this resource base, the results suggested that the
Northeast villages could be classified into 3 types. They were villages with water
supply froin tap water system (21,144 villages or 67.9%), natural (underground) water
(7,068 villages or 22.7%), and private or public wells (2,915 villages or 9.4%).

Soil Resources: As regards this resource base, there were two types of
villages, which were those without soil quality problems (14,309 villages or
46.0%).and those with soil quality problems (16,818 villages or 54.0%).

The Environment: It was found that studied villages were classified into 3
types, that were developed villages (20,801 villages or 66.8%), Iess-déveloped but
with potential to be developed (1,554 villages or 5.0%) and villages emphasizing

envirommental management (88,772 villages or 28.2%).





